However, in our experience we’ve worked with a number of remarkable cover designers who
are safely in the $1,200-$1,500 range.

How much should I pay to edit my book?
Range: $100 - $10,000+
Recommendation: $6,000
Editing is a monster! There are many different types of edits so you need to know what you
are getting for your money. The 4 types of editing phases are:

1. Developmental edit
2. Line edit

3. Copy edit
4. Proofread

Each of these types of edits are equally important. Oftentimes when you hear edit you are
only thinking about someone going in and fixing grammar, spelling, and punctuation. But the
process begins much sooner with the developmental edit.
A developmental editor looks at your book’s structure and makes sure that the reader will
get the best experience because it reads well, flows well, and it is in the proper order.
A line edit is when an editor goes line by line to ensure that the sentence structure within
each paragraph is cohesive.
A copy edit is ensuring proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
Finally, proofreading is a must and final step to ensure that nothing was missed in the editing
process. For everyone involved in a book, no matter how many times you look at the same
content, eventually, you begin to see what you wish were there and not what is actually there.
Therefore it is important to have a fresh new set of proofreading eyes on it to catch anything
missed.
The entire editing process can run well over $10,000. You can find people who claim to do a
developmental edit for $100, but the disclaimer here is that you get what you pay for. Each
phase comes at a different price point. Our recommendation is expect to pay upwards of
$6,000 for all four phases of the editing process.
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STEP 4. CALCULATING YOUR TOTAL
INVESTMENT FOR YOUR BOOK
Let’s now let’s calculate how much money you’ve spent to date versus how much money you should
spend.

SERVICE

WHAT YOU’VE
SPENT TO DATE

COVER DESIGN
EDITING

WHAT YOU SHOULD
IDEALLY SPEND (RANGE)
$5 - $5,000 ( IDEAL $1,500 )
$100 - $10,000+ ( IDEAL $6,000 )

FORMATTING
PROJECT
MANAGER

$50 - $3,000 ( IDEAL $1,200 )
$0 - $14,000 (IDEAL $3,500)

MARKETING
STRATEGY

$0 - $20,000 ( IDEAL $5,000 )

MARKETING
SERVICES

$0 - $20,000 ( IDEAL $5,000 )

TOTAL

$155 - $72,000 ( IDEAL $22,200)

What we know to be true is that investing $155 is not enough and investing $72,000 is too much.
We’ve worked with authors who have spent upwards of $56,000 to $180,000 to get their books
published because they didn’t know any better and were taken advantage of. We do not want that
to be you.
Based on our above recommendations we know that if you can spend around $22,200 you have
the potential of producing a solid book that will achieve the goals you set out to accomplish. We
also recognize that this can be super overwhelming.
At Publish Your Purpose Press our publishing packages start at $15,000 and vary based on the
amount of editing needed. Working with a skilled publisher is oftentimes less expensive than doing
it on your own. It’s better to spend a concrete $15,000 than the potential of $72,000.
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NOW WHAT?
Congratulations, you now have a much better sense of what cost will go into the
publishing of your book. We know this can still be overwhelming, even with the data in
front of you.
The bottom line is that if you go back up to step 2 and step 3 and calculate your investment—
can you see your path back to a return on your investment when investing $22,200 into your book
project? How many new clients do you need? Or how many speaking engagements do you need
to book to cover your investment?
We hope this helped! Don’t hesitate to reach out to our team with questions!

The Publish Your Purpose Press Team!
www.publishyourpurposepress.com
hello@publishyourpurposepress.com
(860) 281-1583
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