
How	to	Monetize	Your	Content	
	

My	Best	Practices	for	Writing	Work	
Flow	
	



How	to	Monetize	Your	Content.	
•  As	writers,	we	generate	content.	That	is	our	intellectual	property.	

Each	piece	of	content	is	a	potential	income-producing	asset.	A	
strategy	for	generating	more	income	is	to	leverage	our	content.	We	
can	repurpose	it	across	different	platforms.	

	
•  Two	that	work	together	are	books	and	blogs.	We	can	take	sections	

from	a	book	and	create	blog	posts.	And	we	can	collect	blog	posts	
on	a	subject	thread	and	create	a	book	or	eBook.	We	can	self-
publish	our	books	based	on	blog	content.	We	can	also	contribute	to	
blogs	on	platforms	like	Medium,	which	can	reach	a	broad	audience	
and	generate	income	for	your	effort.		
	

•  I	will	explain	how	to	leverage	your	written	content	to	generate	
revenue,	attract	prospects,	and	build	your	visibility	online.		



John	Cousins	

www.MBA-ASAP.com	
jjcousins@gmail.com	



How	to	Make	Money	

•  Generate	Content	
•  Create	an	Audience	
– Followers	
– Social	media	
– Email	list	

•  Lead	capture	
•  Disseminate	content	
– Channels	
– Medium	and	Udemy	



Content	is	King.	



Evergreen	



Kevin	Kelly	



Writing	is	a	solitary	activity	

How	to	keep	it	from	
feeling	lonely	by	getting	
immediate	feedback	and	
engaging	fans	in	a	
dialogue	and	process.		



Hub	and	outposts	
Platform	Ecosystem	

•  Hub	(owned)	
–  Website	
–  Email	list	

•  Outposts	
•  Social	Media	(earned)	

–  LinkedIn	
–  Facebook	
–  Twitter	
–  SlideShare	
–  Medium	
–  Pinterest	

•  Paid	Ads	



The	Matrix	



The	Matrix	



Matrix	

•  Subjects	and	formats	
•  10	subjects	X	10	formats	=	100	products	
•  Many	revenue	rivulets	make	a	significant	
income	stream.	



Medium	

•  Blogging	platform	with	built-in	metrics	and	
audience	

•  Much	easier	than	hosting	a	blog	on	your	website.	
•  Easier	to	generate	traffic	
•  Created	by	Evan	Williams	co-founder	of	Twitter	
•  Great	way	to	practice	writing,	see	what	works,	
develop	an	audience,	build	a	content	portfolio,	
content	for	e-books,	and	

•  Get	paid	



Medium	Partner	Program	

•  With	Medium,	users	are	able	to	read	up	to	3	
articles	per	month.	If	readers	want	to	enjoy	any	
content	past	that	limit,	they	
must	become	a	Medium	member	for	the	price	of	
$5	per	month.	When	Medium	Members	clap	for	
an	article,	a	portion	of	their	$5	monthly	
subscription	fee	is	paid	directly	to	the	author.	

•  You	definitely	can	make	money	through	
Medium’s	Partner	Program.	



How	to	increase	viewership	

•  Curation	in	Medium	subjects	by	their	editors	
•  Publications		
– submittal	process	

•  Create	your	own	publication	
– Letters	

•  Tags	to	target	niches	
– Startup,	Life,	Life	Lessons,	and	
Entrepreneurship	are	the	most	popular	Medium	
tags.	



Viral	Post	

•  Write	the	article	in	your	voice,		
•  Publish	it	on	your	personal	Quora,	Medium,	
and	LinkedIn	profiles,		

•  Plug	your	content	into	your	distribution	
channels.		Twitter,	Mailchimp,	Facebook	etc.	



Quality	of	Content	

•  Curators	and	publication	editors	
•  Title	and	subtitle	
•  Images	
•  Polished	Editing	
•  Layout	and	Formatting	
•  Writing	



Work	Flow	



Microsoft	Word	

•  Draft		
•  Rewrite	
•  Spell	check	
•  Archive	ideas	



Hemingway	

•  Editing	software	
•  Simple	to	use	
•  Makes	your	writing	bold	and	clear.	
•  The	Hemingway	App	is	an	editor	that	
highlights	and	corrects	grammar,	fluency,	and	
sentence	structure	in	order	to	help	your	
writing	read	and	look	better.		



Then	Grammarly		

•  Grammarly.com	
•  Grammarly	is	a	writing	tool	that	helps	you	
check	for	several	types	of	errors.	It	detects	
grammar	and	punctuation	mistakes	–	basic	to	
advanced.	It	also	provides	real-time	
suggestions	and	guidelines	on	how	to	correct	
these	mistakes.	It's	also	a	robust	spell	check	
tool	that	keeps	your	writing	mistake-free.	



Title	

•  Standard	headline	styling	is	title	case	for	the	
headline	and	sentence	case	for	the	subtitle.	

•  Your	title	should	be	in	title	case,	which	means	
that	most	words	(everything	but	prepositions)	
should	be	in	capital	and	you	should	leave	out	
punctuation	except	a	question	mark	if	your	
title	is	a	question.	



Power	words	

•  Uncommon	words		
•  Inserting	one	power	word	in	your	article	
title	can	encourage	readers	to	read	it	and	hit	
the	clap	button.	use	power	words	like	
amazing,	awesome,	proven,	practical,	super,	
powerful,	top,	simple,	hilarious,	etc.	



Power	Words	
Writing	for	Emotional	Headlines	

free 
sale 
new
professional 
guaranteed 
special
tested 
improved 
immediately
limited 
simplistic 
powerful
big 
popular 
exclusive
valuable 
how to 
endorsed
unlimited 
discount 
fundamentals
under priced 
suddenly 
perspective
launching 
skill 
reduced
better 
shrewd 
enormous
spotlight 
useful 
survival
largest 
colossal 
now
unlock 
fortune 
authentic
announcing 
huge gift
introducing 
practical 

focus
wanted 
absolutely lowest
interesting 
challenge 
lifetime
highest 
expert 
advice
the truth about 
compare 
colorful
affordable 
ultimate 
willpower
attractive 
easily 
approved
competitive 
full 
mammoth
innovative 
it's here 
just arrived
sure fire 
soar 
beautiful
crammed 
growth 
promising
astonishing 
imagination 
greatest
high tech 
latest 
important
urgent 
amazing 
exciting
portfolio 
revealing 
sensational
excellent 

remarkable 
obsession
surging 
revisited 
unique
bargain 
hurry 
daring
pioneering 
destiny 
unsurpassed
genuine 
informative 
mainstream
complete 
last chance 
exploit
quality 
gigantic 
love
lavishly 
reliable 
terrific
breakthrough 
emerging 
profitable
sampler 
noted 
luxury
unconditional 
timely 
bonanza
security 
refundable 
quickly
revolutionary 
miracle
magic 
proven 
reward
weird 
surprise 
delighted

confidential 
sizable 
wonderful
delivered 
secrets 
scarce
alert famous 
strong
unusual 
outstanding 
energy
instructive 
liberal 
rare
edge 
superior 
unparalleled
fascinating 
compromise 
odd
bottom line 
zinger 
simplified
tremendous 
helpful 
special offer
technology 
selected 
sturdy
wealth 
successful 
opportunities
last minute 
monumental 
startling 
quick
easy 
direct
simple 
strange 
value
insider 
download 

Power Words180+ 

From Copywriter Karl Stepp

For Writing Emotional Headlines



Headline	checkers	

•  https://coschedule.com/headline-analyzer	
•  https://headlines.sharethrough.com/	



Subtitle	

Your	subtitle	can	be	more	clever	and	should	tell	
more	about	your	post.	It	should	be	in	sentence	
case,	just	like	any	other	sentence.	



Images	
•  Visually	appealing	public	domain	images	that	
represent	your	story	well	

•  Cite	images		free	useable	public	domain	images	
– Unsplash	
–  Pexels	
–  Pixabay	

•  The	perfect	photo	is	in	the	public	domain,	which	
allows	your	posts	to	be	considered	for	curation.	

•  For	best	results,	choose	a	horizontally	oriented	
photo,	or	your	reader	will	have	to	scroll	too	far	to	
get	to	your	post.	



A	picture	is	worth…	

•  Use	as	many	images	as	possible	that	can	
support	your	story	subject.	Don’t	worry	about	
overdoing	it	with	images.		



Unsplash	Integration	

•  After	you	write	your	title	and	subtitle,	in	the	
next	line,	click	the	+	symbol	and	then	the	
looking	glass	on	the	list	of	icons	that	shows	
up.	



Add	image	from	Unsplash	



Magnify	Glass	Icon	

•  After	you	write	your	title	and	subtitle,	in	the	
next	line,	click	the	+	symbol	and	then	the	
looking	glass	on	the	list	of	icons	that	shows	
up.	

•  That	will	open	a	search	bar	where	you	can	put	
in	a	keyword	that	will	bring	up	lots	of	photos	
from	Unsplash.	When	you	choose	one,	it	will	
show	up	at	that	point	in	your	post,	properly	
cited.	



Spend	time	crafting	first	sentence	
intro	to	hook	reader		

Your	opening	sentence	has	one	job…	to	keep	
people	reading.	There	isn’t	one	magic	way	to	do	
that,	but	there	are	several	techniques	that	work	
very	well.	



Ask	questions	and	answer	them.	
•  Ask	a	question	
•  Use	an	anecdote	
•  Use	a	metaphor	
•  Use	a	surprising	statistic	
•  Use	a	pitch	style	opening	
•  classic	“pitching”	has	a	formula.		[Astonishing	Claim]	+	

[Desirable	Result]	
•  Use	the	word	“You”	
•  Invoke	the	mind’s	eye	
•  Produce	images	in	the	reader’s	mind	
•  Say	something	shocking	
•  Start	with	a	quote	



Use	Quotes	

•  Click	the	"	(quotation	mark)	icon	from	pop-up	
menu.	To	use	a	large	or	pull-out	quote	style,	
select	the	text	and	click	"	icon	twice	from	pop-
up	menu.		

•  You	can	also	remove	quote	formatting	by	
selecting	the	text	and	clicking	the	"	icon	until	
text	returns	to	default.	



Use	Quotes	



Optimization	

•  Put	in	links	to	other	articles		
•  and	books	
•  website	



SEO	
•  Traffic	boost	feature	
•  Click	on	the	three	little	dots	next	to	the	notification	bell	and	your	

avatar	picture.	
•  In	that	drop	down,	click	on	Change	display	title/subtitle.	This	will	

already	be	2/3	filled	out	if	your	title	is	decided	and	added.		
•  Notice	what	is	says	up	there	in	the	empty	text	box.	
•  The	description	is	used	in	place	of	your	subtitle	on	search	engine	

results	pages.	Good	descriptions	summarize	the	story	and	are	
about	160	characters	long.		(highlight	text,	go	to	Tools	and	Word	
Count)	

•  Go	back	in	and	formulate	descriptions.	Medium	is	offering	us	a	tool	
right	there	to	formulate	SEO	for	our	articles.	The	folks	at	here	at	
Medium	have	offered	amazing	tools	to	help	us	all	be	webmasters.	



Use	Twitter	

•  Highlight	text	and	use	the	twitter	icon	to	
tweet.	

•  	Highlight	text	that	others	have	highlighted.	
•  Also	Facebook	and	LinkedIn	integration			



Highlighted	Lines		

•  Review	lines	that	people	highlight.	
•  Save	and	use	for	headlines	in	new	articles.		
They	have	social	proof.		

•  Develop	the	ideas	further	as	subsequent	
posts.		



Subject	Matter	that	Matters	

•  Ubersuggest.com	
•  Answer	the	Public	dot	com	
•  Quora	
•  Discover	what	people	are	asking	about.	
•  You’ll	find	a	ton	of	amazing	possibilities	for	
posts	that	you	already	know	people	want	to	
read.	



Formatting	

	
	

Use	Lots	of	White	Space	+	Subheadings	
	
	



Cite	research	to	support	claims	in	
article	

•  Bring	journalistic	rigor	and	credible,	peer-
reviewed	science	to	bear.	Don’t	use	vague	
inspiration-speak	or	glibly	suggest	quick	fixes	to	
major	personal	problems.		

•  Don’t	peddle	product	recommendations	or	
embed	affiliate	links.	Provide	a	toolbox	of	
research-	and	expert-backed	strategies	to	be	
more	productive,	inspired,	and	whole.			

•  Provide	mind-expanding	ideas	about	how	we	
humans	are	navigating	this	big,	complicated	
world.	



Instant	Podcast	

•  A	click	of	a	button	generates	an	audio	version	
of	your	blog	post	so	people	can	listen	instead	
of	read.		

•  Metrics	
•  More	consumption	of	content	



Translation	

•  Transcend	language	barriers	
•  Powerful	Translation:	
•  https://www.deepl.com/translator	
•  		



Profile	

•  Photo	
•  Description	
•  Articles	



A	genuine	conversation	

•  Communication	
•  Writing	can	be	lonely	
•  Immediate	feedback	
•  Cross	promote	across	channels	
•  Twitter,	LinkedIn,	and	Facebook	integration	
•  Revenue	Stream	



John	Cousins	


